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•	 The Joint Centre for Albania-Serbia Relations 
brings in Tirana Vladislav Bajac, the renowned 
Serbian author. Read more about it on “Our 
Events”, page 6

•	 Youth of Ura Vajgurore and Peshkopi in focus 
of an intervention on the resilience of local 
communities against extremism. Read more 
about it on pages 7

makers (SRIPAR). This project’s 
findings	aim	to	assist	in	planning	
and formulating supporting tools, 
instruments and measures that 
have a positive impact on the 
efficiency	of	re-integration	efforts	
of individuals, international 
development agencies / 
organizations, and Albanian and 
German government bodies and / 
or agencies. With the contribution 

The Albanian Institute for 
International Studies (AIIS), 
supported	by	the	German	Agency	
for International Cooperation 
(GIZ Albania), has conducted a 
research on the Successful Re-
integration Paths of Albanian 
Returnees and Provision of 
the Related Advocacy Services 
towards Albanian and EU 
Stakeholders and Policy-

Highlight  

Successful re-integration paths of Albanian returnees
of Albanian returnees from 
Germany,	 Greece	 and	 Italy	 who	
shared their personal migration 
stories with the working group, as 
well as government institutions 
–	 AIIS	 has	 identified	 locally	
adapted	 and	 efficient	 returnee	
re-integration paths, and de-
constructed the relevant success 
factors, including facilitating and 

•	 Presentation of the results of the research conducted 
on the successful re-integration paths of Albanian 
returnees. Read more about it in “Highlight” page 1

•	 AIIS	hosts	the	annual	NATO	Security	Issues	Summer	
School	on	the	new	security	environment	in	the	
Western Balkans. Read more about it on “Our Events”, 
page 5
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impeding factors regarding the 
institutional	 set-up.	 On	 24	 July	
2018,	 AIIS,	 supported	 by	 GIZ,	
organized a roundtable to discuss 
the	 findings	of	 this	research	and	
the	 policy	 recommendations	
with relevant stakeholders and 
decision-makers.
Albania’s post-communism 
transition has been quite unique 
with massive migration that 
has had mixed effects for the 
country’s	 developing	 economy,	
but more than a quarter of a 
century	 on,	 experts	 say	 ongoing	
migration could pose a real 
threat to Albania’s demographics 
and	 the	 economy	 and	 migrants	
can make priceless contribution 
home	 by	 bringing	much	 needed	
know-how and investment.
Albania has about 1.2 million 
migrants, about 40 percent of 
its current resident population, 
making it one of the countries 
with the highest per capita 
migration rates around the 
world. Around 1 million Albanian 
migrants	live	in	Italy	and	Greece,	
the two neighboring countries 
where	 Albanians	 massively	
moved	 to	 in	 the	 early	 1990s	
following the collapse of the 
country’s	 communist	 hardline	
regime	 and	 almost	 five	 decades	
of isolation.
Germany	 has	 also	 seen	 a	 sharp	
hike in Albanian migrants in the 
past	 few	 years	 with	 thousands	
seeking	 ungrounded	 asylum	 in	
a	 trend	 that	 has	 sharply	 slowed	
down	in	the	past	couple	of	years	
as Albanians have turned to legal 
migration, taking advantage of 
easier procedures for Western 
Balkan countries to move 
to	 Germany	 legally	 through	
employment	 contracts.	 Doctors	
and nurses are also among 
those	who	have	 left	 the	 country,	
leaving	 many	 hospitals	 with	 a	

(Continued on page 3)

(Continued from page 1) KEY FINDINGS
•	 Albania	is	among	the	European	and	world’s	countries	with	the	

highest migration rates per capita: nearly 39 percent of the 
population and with intense, economically driven, irregular, 
and	rapidly	evolving	migration	flows.	The	Albanians’	migration	
flows	 can	 be	 characterized	 as	 intense,	 economically	 driven,	
irregular, and rapidly evolving.

•	 The	Albanian	Diaspora,	defined	as	the	population	of	Albanians	
residing	 abroad,	 is	 largely	 made	 up	 of	 five	 main	 groups:	 i)	
labor migrants; ii) family members of migrants; iii) students; 
iv) asylum-seekers and refugees; and unaccompanied minors. 
The	first	three	groups	are	numerically	more	relevant.

•	 The	most	popular	destination	countries	for	Albanian	migrants	
are Italy and Greece, with respectively 449,000 and 430,000 
Albanian emigrants in 2017.

•	 Germany	is	the	most	attractive	European	country	for	Albanians.	
During	2008-2013	 the	annual	number	of	Albanian	migrants	
in Germany was at the level of 10,000 persons. In 2015, the 
number of Albanians residing illegally in Germany was around 
eight	times	higher	and	in	2016	around	five	times	higher	than	
in 2014. Most of them were people who entered Germany in 
the	context	of	asylum-seekers	 flows.	 In	2016,	Albanians	had	
the lowest level of refugee rate, 0.06% compared to 57.6% of 
Syrians, and the highest level of rejection, 99.4% compared to 
0.1% of Syrians.

•	 In	 2017	 France	 replaced	 Germany	 as	 the	 country	 with	 the	
highest number of illegal stay cases. In this year there were 
18,000	Albanian	migrants	residing	legally	in	Germany.

•	 There	 is	also	a	 trend	of	 irregular	migration	 from	Albania	 to	
other	 EU	 member	 states.	 During	 2014-2017,	 Albania	 was	
ranked the third country for the number of illegal stays in the 
EU	member	states,	after	Ukraine	and	Morocco.	The	number	of	
Albanians staying illegally in the EU member states increased 
during	2014-2015	and	decreased	during	2016-2017.	During	
2014-2017, Albania remained on top of the countries for the 
number of people illegally crossing the borders, followed by 
Pakistan and Afghanistan. However, the number of people 
illegally	 crossing	 the	 borders	 decreased	 significantly	 from	
2014	 to	 2017.	 During	 2014-2017,	 Albania	 was	 also	 ranked	
third among top ten nationalities for the refusals of entry at 
the external borders, after Ukraine and Russia. However, in 
2017,	the	flows	of	asylum-seekers	from	Albania	decreased.

•	 Recently,	there	is	an	increasing	interest	of	the	government	of	
Albania to deal with migration issues. A cabinet member, the 
State	Minister	 for	Diaspora,	was	created	 in	September	2017	
and the objective of the Ministry is to continuously develop 
and implement policies related to the development of the 
Albania-Diaspora	 partnership.	 The	 Parliament	 of	 Albania	
established	 the	 parliamentary	 sub-commission	 on	Diaspora	
and	 the	 National	 Agency	 for	 Diaspora	 is	 in	 the	 process	 of	
establishment.

•	 The	return	migration	flows	to	Albania	have	increased	during	
the	past	few	years.	There	were	99,000	Albanian	returnees	for	

Continued
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shortage of experts. While the 
focus	 of	 the	media	 is	mostly	 on	
Albanians	 leaving	 the	 country,	
little is known about success 
stories of hundreds of Albanians 
who	decide	to	permanently	move	
back	 home	 each	 year	 and	make	
it in Albania. This project was 
precisely	aimed	at	them.	
Albert Rakipi, the head of 
the Albanian Institute for 
International Studies, AIIS, 
says	Albania	 is	 a	 unique	 case	 in	
migration experience around the 
world with about 40 percent of 
its current resident population 
living abroad during the past 
quarter	 of	 a	 century	 of	 post-
communism transition as part of 
a	conflicting	transition	which	has	
not	come	to	an	end	yet.	According	
to him, massive migration 
flows	have	 served	 as	 a	 buffer	 to	
social pressure on governments 
through remittances but what’s 
concerning	 is	 that	 surveys	
still show that one out of two 
Albanians would consider leaving 
the	country	if	they	were	given	the	
opportunity.
Kosta Barjaba, a social affairs 
expert who led the AIIS research, 
says	 migration	 has	 been	 a	
contradictory	 phenomenon	
with its positive and negative 
contributions to the Albania’s 
development. “Migrants have not 
only	been	a	source	of	financing	and	
investment but also a generator 
of the entrepreneurship spirit,” 
he said. Citing a migrant who 
has returned from Greece after 

the	period	2012-2016.	The	return	flows	from	Greece	and	Italy	
increased rapidly after the global economic crisis and its effects 
on	Greek	and	Italian	economy.	The	crisis	effects	produced	also	
both successful and failed returnees. Both typologies of return 
have	been	present	during	 the	recent	 return	migration	 flows	
from	 Germany,	 Italy	 and	 Greece.	 The	 high	 return	migration	
flows	of	Albanians	continue	until	recently.

•	 The	 return	 migration	 to	 Albania	 during	 the	 last	 years	 has	
shown	 the	 following	 characteristics:	 i)	 The	 biggest	 number	
of returnees came back from Greece and Italy and less from 
Germany and other receiving countries; ii) Most returnees 
are males who seem more likely to move for employment 
reasons as they are traditionally considered the family bread-
winners;	 iii)	The	Albanian	migrant	women	usually	move	 for	
family reasons as they are traditionally considered to carry 
out social and supportive family roles; iv) Returnees belong to 
the relatively young and working age population; v) Returnees 
have	returned	mainly	to	the	three	big	regions:	Tirana,	Durres	
and	Vlore;	 vi)	 The	 recent	Albanian	 return	migration	 can	be	
considered a sort of circular migration, as many of returnees 
are thinking to re-emigrate to other countries.

•	 The	 return	 from	 Germany	 increased	 after	 the	 2014-2015	
asylum-seekers	flows	to	this	country.

•	 The	 main	 typologies	 of	 return	 migrants	 from	 Germany	 are	
the following: i) voluntary return; ii) non-voluntary return. 
Voluntary return is happening in the following sub-typologies: 
a) voluntary return of successful emigrants; b) voluntary 
return of unsuccessful emigrants; c) voluntary return of 
migrants because of family reasons or other reasons not linked 
with their performance and income in Germany; iv) voluntary 
return of students who graduated at German universities. 
Meanwhile, the non-voluntary return is happening in the 
following sub-typologies: i) return of people who left Albania 
as economic asylum-seekers and are repatriated; ii) return 
of people who had entered Germany and were staying in the 
country illegally; iii) return of unaccompanied minors.

•	 The	 German	 government	 has	 shown	 an	 increasing	 interest	
in assisting the reintegration of Albanian returnees from 
Germany. In March 2017, it launched the returnee program 
“Returning to New Opportunities”, which is assisting the 
reintegration of people who wish to return to Albania, Kosovo, 
Serbia,	Tunisia,	Morocco,	Nigeria,	etc.

•	 Among	 reasons	 and	 motivations	 of	 return	 migration	 from	
Germany, the returnees underlined their plans to start their 
own business in Albania after gaining the necessary resources 
and entrepreneurial skills in Germany, better employment 
opportunities in Albania after graduation at the German 
universities,	and	the	influence	of	family	needs.

•	 Among	 reasons	 and	 motivations	 of	 return	 migration	 from	
Italy,	the	returnees	underlined	the	expectations	to	find	a	job	in	
Albania after graduating in Italy, the impact of family relations, 
and in other cases they mentioned that the decision to return 

KEY FINDINGS

(Continued on page 4)

(Continued from page 2)
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was taken simultaneously with the decision to re-emigrate.
•	 The	 mindset	 of	 failure	 looks	 like	 to	 cause	 the	 return	 from	

Greece much more than the return from Germany or Italy. 
Most of the respondents admitted that the main reason for 
returning to Albania is the economic crisis and lack of jobs in 
Greece	and	the	difficulties	to	integrate	into	the	Greek	society.

•	 Returnees	 accepted	 that	 their	 real	 situation	 in	 Albania	
did	 not	 meet	 their	 expectations	 before	 return.	 They	 have	
followed different reintegration paths after their return to the 
homeland: opening their own businesses or self-employed, 
finding	a	job	in	the	private	sector,	finding	a	job	in	the	public	
sector. Some of the returnees also stated that they have been 
unable	to	find	a	job	and	continued	to	be	unemployed.

•	 For	those	who	managed	to	open	a	business,	the	main	problem	
is the bureaucracy of the public administration. Others 
mentioned the lack of small business incentives which 
hamper their efforts to invest in Albania. Other interviewees 
confirmed	that	the	fiscal	burden	in	Albania	is	higher	than	in	
their countries of migration.

•	 Returnees	do	not	find	significant	difficulties	in	reintegration	in	
Albania.	The	main	problem	is	schooling	and	social	integration	
of	their	children.	For	adults,	the	main	difficulty	is	the	different	
mentality that still exists in Albania, compared to the new one 
they faced in the migration country. In general, returnees are 
faced with the same problems that other Albanians are facing: 
lack of job opportunities, low salaries, corruption, dealing 
with the recognition of academic diplomas upon their return 
to Albania and problems of managing their own businesses. 
Returnees in small towns or in the periphery of the country, 
find	it	more	difficult	to	reintegrate	compared	to	returnees	in	
Tirana	and	other	big	cities.

•	 Most	of	returnees	are	considering	their	re-emigration	in	the	
previous	destination	country	or	in	another	one.	The	intention	
and projects to re-emigrate shows that their reintegration is 
not	sustainable	and	far	from	meeting	returnees’	expectations.

•	 Reintegration	of	returnees	can	be	improved	in	the	following	
areas: i) guidance on employment at the pre-departure stage 
through transnational cooperation and mediation between the 
structures of Albania, Germany and other receiving countries; 
ii) guidance to self-employment and entrepreneurial activities 
at the pre-departure and arrival stage; iii) integration of 
children within the school system; and iv) the implementation 
of	 programs	 to	 recognize	 and	 make	 available	 pension	
contributions.

•	 Reintegration	of	returnees	should	be	a	shared	responsibility	
between the central and local administrations in order to 
promote their contribution to local communities and local 
development.

•	 A	 system	 of	 data	 collection	 and	 monitoring	 of	 inflows	 of	
returnees and of their presence in every sector and region is 
needed, as an indispensable tool for policies, interventions 
and incentives to returnees.

KEY FINDINGS

moving to the neighboring 
country	 in	 the	 early	 1990s	
soon after the collapse of the 
communist regime, Barjaba said 
migrants can now reintegrate 
much easier as things have 
changed a lot in the past quarter 
of	a	century.
“When we moved to Greece 
we had to accelerate in order 
to catch up, now that we have 
come back home we have to slow 
down to adjust,” Barjaba quoted 
a	 migrant	 as	 saying.	 However,	
the	 AIIS	 study	 finds	 that	 the	
different	mentality	migrants	find	
back home with poor rule of law 
and often arrogant behavior in 
state institutions compared to 
experience in their previous host 
countries often forces them to 
consider re-emigration although 
cases materialized have been 
sporadic.
A	 rapidly	 ageing	 population	
due to massive migration and 
a	 significant	 cut	 in	 birth	 rates	
is one of the most pressing 
challenges for Albania whose 
resident population is projected 
to undergo new declines in the 
next few decades with a series of 
negative	effects	for	the	country’s	
economy	and	human	capital.

(Continued from page 3)
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The Albanian Institute for International 
Studies	 (AIIS),	 supported	 by	 the	 NATO	
Public	Diplomacy	Division	is	organizing	the	

Security	 Issues	 Summer	 School:	 “New	 Security	
Environment in the Western Balkans: Challenges 
and	Implications”	from	July	9-13.	The	purpose	of	the	
five-day	intensive	seminar	was	providing	students	
with insight on countering violent extremism, 
the Alliance’s role in the Western Balkans where 
Albania	and	Montenegro	are	already	members	and	
Macedonia is soon hoping to join after settling a 
decades-long name dispute with Greece. Albanian 
public	 and	 private	 university	 students	 were	
acquainted	 with	 the	 new	 security	 environment	
in Albania and other Western Balkan countries 
as well as challenges and implications at a time 
when violent extremism has emerged as one of 
the	top	global	threats	and	no	country	is	considered	
immune	 to	 that.	 Other	 topics	 discussed	 in	 daily	
seminars with experts included the role of religion 
and	third-party	actors	in	public	security	issues	in	
the region and the preparedness of the Western 

OUR	EVENTS:

New Security Environment in the Western 
Balkans: Challenges and Implications

Balkan countries to counter radicalization.
Addressing the opening of summer school, Mimi 

Kodheli, a former Albanian defense minister who 
currently	chairs	the	foreign	affairs	parliamentary	
committee, told students that Albania and other 
regional countries can counter violent extremism 
only	by	staying	together	and	sharing	information	
and that education, opening up and putting an end 
to	xenophobia	can	help	fight	radicalism.

Agron Sojati, Albania’s national coordinator 
for countering violent extremism, also informed 
students	 on	 how	 terror	 can	 paralyze	 social	 and	
economic life.
Speakers	at	the	first	three	days	of	the	seminars	

included	David	Muniz,	the	Deputy	Chief	of	Mission	
at	 the	 U.S.	 embassy	 in	 Tirana,	 the	 head	 of	 the	
Albanian Institute for International Studies Albert 
Rakipi	and	local	security	expert	Arjan	Dyrmishi.

The summer school concluded with seminars 
on the refugee crisis and the Western Balkan 
route	 and	 the	 potential	 influence	 of	 new	political	
developments	in	Turkey	on	regional	security	affairs.
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On 25 June 2018, the Albanian Institute for 
International Studies organized a meeting 

with the well-known Serbian writer, poet, 
publicist and journalist, Vladislav Bajac. Brought 
to	 Albanian	 by	 the	 translation	 of	 Ben	 Andoni,	
his novel “Hamam Balkanija” was awarded with 
the International Literature Prize Balkanika. 
Supported	 by	 the	 Dutch	 Ministry	 of	 Foreign	
Affairs, Kingdom of the Netherlands, this was one 
of the activities planned in the framework of the 
activities of the Joint Centre for Albania-Serbia 
Relations, a strategic virtual center, established 
by	two	partners,	AIIS	and	Forum	for	International	
Relations of the European Movement Serbia in 
Belgrade at the end of 2015. 

Apart from the political and economic sphere, 
the Joint Centre for Albania-Serbia Relations is 
seeking to strengthen and enrich the cultural 
collaboration and also the knowledge about each 
other’s culture in an attempt to build bridges for 
the	 future	and	 fight	misconceptions	about	 each	
other. In polls carried out both in Albania and in 
Serbia	 the	majority	 of	 the	 citizens	 are	 in	 favor	
of more cultural exchanges and would support 
more joint cultural activities. In Albania an 
overwhelming 80 percent of citizens asked are in 
favor of more joint cultural activities with Serbia. 
Taking into consideration these data, we chose 
to open the discussion about Serbian literature 

OUR	EVENTS:

Meeting with Vladislav Bajac

6

within	the	bibliophile	circle	in	Tirana,	by	inviting	
Vladislav Bajac to Albania. Also present in this 
event was Ben Andoni, the translator of his most 
acclaimed book, translated in Albanian as “Hamami 
Ballkanik”, as well as one of our former fellows 
of the Joint Centre for Albania-Serbia-Relations, 
Monika Maric. Maric, a graduate of Albanian 
language,	literature	and	culture	from	the	University	
of Belgrade was the third fellow AIIS hosted in the 
framework of the exchange programme that allows 
Albanian and Serbian researchers to conduct their 
research in either at AIIS or at EMinS, our partner 
organization in Belgrade. 
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Earlier	 this	 year,	 the	 Albanian	 Institute	 for	
International Studies partnered up with two 
local organizations Art-Culture-Initiative 

(ARCI) in Ura Vajgurore and Centre for Regional 
and	 Economic	 Development	 ALPIN	 in	 Peshkopi	
for the implementation of a project aimed at 
raising	awareness	directly	via	youth	and	indirectly	
via media and conversations in the areas of 
Ura Vajgurore and Peshkopi about the risks of 
radicalization and violent extremism and form 
informal networks that work united against the 
negative trends. Throughout the implementation of 
the	project	“Engaging	youth	to	build	resilient	local	
communities against extremism in Ura Vajgurore 
and Peshkopi municipalities” which has started 
since	 January	 2018,	 a	 total	 of	 8	 open	 talks	 and	 4	
seminars were held in both municipalities.

Both the areas of Peshkopi and Ura Vajgurore are 
affected	by	 low	economic	opportunities	 for	youth,	
social marginalization (inexistent social and cultural 
life except few occasions in the urban centers of 
the	 respective	 municipalities)	 and	 low	 quality	 of	
education	 especially	 in	 the	 rural	 components	 of	
the regions. Consultation with our local partners 
showed us that there are signs and anecdotal 
evidence of a rise in religious radicalization among 
youth.	 Hence,	 taking	 into	 consideration	 these	
data, we organized these open talks and seminars, 
conceptualized as safe discussion spaces for the 
youth	 -	 not	 only	 to	 familiarize	 them	 with	 the	
phenomena	 and	 terminology,	 but	 also	 to	 provide	
them	with	a	comprehensive	and	neutral	way	which	
departs	 from	 sensationalist	 language	 used	 by	 the	
media.
The	 project,	 supported	 with	 the	 financial	

assistance of the Albanian Helsinki Committee 
(AHC) with funds of the European Union, received 
very	positive	feedback	by	the	participants	involved,	

their parents and teachers. The ongoing interest of 
the	students	and	their	curiosity	on	the	topic	made	
for	a	lively	discussion	and	transformed	the	seminars	
into interactive sessions. 

ABOUT THE EVENTS
Violent	extremism	and	contemporary	challenges	

was	the	topic	of	the	first	open	lecture	that	took	place	
in	Ura	Vajgurore	on	March	21.	The	lecturer,	Dr.	Arben	
Ramkaj, head of the Interfaith Cooperation Center 
in Elbasan and a member of the Theological Council 
of	 the	 Muslim	 Community,	 held	 an	 interactive	
discussion with the participants on the effects of 
community	work	 in	countering	violent	extremism	
and provided them with a local perspective.

In Peshkopi, Prof. Gjergj Sinani, dean of the 
Department	 of	 Philosophy	 at	 the	 University	
of Tirana, led the participants toward an 
understanding of freedom of conscience and religion 
in	a	democratic	society,	during	his	lecture	on	April	
3rd.	The	discussion	that	 followed	this	 lecture	was	
focused on the role of schools in working towards a 
better coexistence between religious communities 
through a partial inclusion of religious education 
in the school curriculum, to ensure the students 
get	 adequately	 informed	 and	 that	 the	 struggle	 in	
countering violent extremism is brought on an 
institutional level. 

Religious tolerance as a social value was the 
topic of the second open lecture that took place 
in	 Peshkopi	 on	 April	 4th.	 During	 the	 discussion,	
the	 participants	 reportedly	 regarded	 radicalism	
as an “imported phenomena”. Later on, Prof. 
Sinani	 familiarized	 the	 young	 participants	 with	
the international treaties on countering violent 
extremism in order to raise awareness and instil 
a	 sense	 of	 duty	 among	 the	 youth,	 who,	 initially	

Other activities and contributions: 

(Continued from page 8)
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Other activities and contributions: 
expressed	 hesitation	 when	 asked	 whether	 they	
would be willing to signal the authorities/inform 
their	peers	in	case	they	encounter	individuals	who	
display	signs	of	radicalization.	

An open lecture on violent extremism and 
religious radicalization in Albania was held in Ura 
Vajgurore	by	Ms.	Sidonja	Manushi	on	April	6.	The	
purpose of this lecture was to raise awareness of 
the expansion of the phenomena in Albania and 
help the participants gain a better understanding 
of the factors that contributed in the distribution of 
radical ideologies in Albania.

The link between religion and education was 
discussed in a dedicated open lecture that took 
place in Peshkopi on April 10th. Gjergji Sinani 
has	 conducted	 significant	 research	 on	 the	 need	
to	 incorporate	 information	 about	 the	 history	 of	
religious in the school curricula so that to educate 
tolerant and knowledgeable future citizens who 
best	 preserve	 the	 religious	 harmony	 of	 Albania.	
The	 lively	 discussions	 addressed	 also	 the	 risk	
of radicalization towards this social asset of our 
country.This	event	that	was	held	on	April	10th,	was	
attended	by	25	participants.

Two open talks with the topic “Media’s role 
in Albania in the reporting of the phenomena 
of radicalization and violent extremism were 
organized in Ura Vajgurore on 4nd as well as 5th of 
June	with	experienced	reporter	and	security	issues	
expert Sokol Bregu who spoke on the negative 
and positive effects that media coverage and 
interpretation related to the issues ofradicalization 
and violent extremism can have on the audience. 
Bregu	 spoke	 about	 terminology	 sued	 by	 media,	
editorial	lines	as	well	as	gave	specific	concrete	cases	
that were discussed about events that happened 
globally	but	also	in	Albania.

International conventions and act against violent 
extremism	were	the	topic	of	the	final	open	talk	 in	
Peshkopi	 by	 Gjergji	 Sinani.	 He	 focused	 on	 three	
fundamental	freedoms	as	recognized	by	UN	such	as	
the freedom to choose, change and practise religion 
as well as on the legislative framework that secures 
these basic rights at the national and international 
level.

Two seminars focusing on the work that parents 
and	 teachers	 can	do	 to	prevent	 identify	 and	 treat	
religious radicalization and violent extremism 
was	 held	 by	 Vilson	 Shehu,	 experienced	 teacher,	
social	activist	and	local	community	member	in	Ura	
Vajgurore.	Shehu	held	interactive	sessions	on	May	
10 and 11, 2018 and provided participants with 

easy,	 practical	 and	 concrete	 steps	 and	 strategies	
to	address	the	prevention	and	identification	issue.	
Special	focus	was	placed	on	the	behaviour	of	young	
people	online	as	it	is	something	that	usually	parents	
and teachers don’t have access to while at the same 
time research shows that online radicalization is 
very	wide	spread.
Hysen	 Uka,	 involved	 for	 many	 years	 in	 the	

community	of	Diber	as	a	teacher	and	activist	held	
two seminars focusing on the topic of “Violent 
extremism	 in	 youth	 and	 children-	 understanding	
and treatment” bringing concrete examples and 
testimonies and providing participants with 
practical information on how to behave with 
children	and	teenagers	 in	cases	where	firsts	signs	
are noticed.

The focus of the second event was: “Violent 
extremism	in	children	and	young	people	–	Cases	and	
examples from parents, teachers and policemen” 
where	the	lecturer,	Hysen	Uka	spoke	on	the	concepts	
of extremism, violent extremism, radicalization and 
terrorism	in	its	entirety	with	great	emphasis	put	on	
the exposure of these phenomena to children and 
young	 people.	 Uka	 says	 that	 prevention	 is	 more	
effective	 than	 fighting	 the	phenomenon,	 therefore	
people should give it more importance. Of utmost 
importance	to	this	are	the	yet	un-matured	processes	
of socio-political and cultural changes in our 
country	due	 to	 the	 transition	 from	totalitarianism	
to	 democracy.	 In	 addition,	 the	 rapid	 evolution	 of	
technology,	 especially	 that	 of	 communication	 and	
information, had placed education of children in 
front of tough and repetitive challenges. 

To find out more about related grant-awarded 
projects by the Albanian Helsinki Committee, in the 
framework of the initiative Civil Society Countering 
Violent Extremism, please visit the Facebook page: 
Shoqëria Civile Kundër Ekstremizmit të Dhunshëm.

(Continued on page 7)



AIIS New 
Publications
In the context of the project “Albania-
Greece: resetting a strategic 
relationship”, the Albanian Institute 
for International Studies and Friedrich 
Ebert Foundation Tirana, following 
the presentation of research papers 
focused on taking stock of current issues 
between Albania and Greece, politics 
and perceptions, launched this new 
publication, containing contributions 
from the following authors: Alba Çela, 
Albert Rakipi, Andi Balla, Bashkim 
Zeneli, Bledar Feta, Dorian Koçi, Jordan 
Jorgji, Konstantinos Giakoumis, Ledion 
Krisafi and Selami Xhepa.

Our magazine 
EUROPA 
latest issue
‘Europa’ magazine is an novel and 
pioneering publication targeting 
Albanian readers with the aim of 
encouraging a new, involving and critical 
approach to European integration, 
providing more space to promotion 
of European values including arts and 
culture as well as featuring thoughtful 
analysis on current developments within 
the EU. The magazine promotes critical 
thinking, open debate and provides 
the reader with a fresh perspective on 
both current events and more general 
trends. For subscriptions, inquiries and 
advertising please visit: 

www.europa.com.al

B O T I M  I  ‘ S H T Ë P I A  E  E U R O P Ë S ’  &  I N S T I T U T I T  T E  S T U D I M E V E  N D E R K O M B E TA R E , VITI I KATËRT I BOTIMIT NR. 17 / 2018 
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ALBERT RAKIPI-ANILA SHUKA-ANNA MISZWESKA-BEN ANDONI-BLERIM REKA-
BODO WEBER-DAVID BROOKS-DHRUVA JAISHANKAR-ERMIRA GODO-FADIL HASA-

FLORIAN BIEBER-GABRIEL GARCIA MARQUEZ-IVAN KRASTEV-JACEK CZAPUTOWICZ-
JAN MARKIEL-JERINA ZALOSHNJA-MIRUSH KABASHI-SARA KELMENDI-SIDONJA 

MANUSHI- SILVANA PATERNOSTRO-TEODOR KEKO-VLADISLAV BAJAC


