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Highlight

Albania-Serbia economic relations
presentations: 2016 was the best year ever
In the context of the Joint Centre for
Albania-Serbia Relations, the Albanian
Institute for International Studies (AIIS)
hosted on December 14th a roundtable
focusing on the economic relations with
the participation of Jelica Minić, President
of the Forum for International Relations
of the European Movement in Serbia,
Predrag Bjelić, from the University of
Belgrade, Luan Bregasi president of
“Business Albania’’, Elida Petoshati from
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and other
representatives of civil society groups and
academics.
According to Luan Bregasi, Director of
the Joint Chamber of Commerce AlbaniaSerbia, 2016 was the best year ever for the
economic relations between Albania and
Serbia. He said that it has filled a vacuum
created from history.
Predrag Bjelić of the University of
Belgrade, in his presentation said that
generally speaking, trade flow in goods
between Albania and Serbia is sporadic
and not at all consistent. After an increase
marked in one year, the trade collapses in the
following one. Trade flows between the two
countries are very low in all the parameters.

The maximum reached in export from
Serbia to Albania was USD 131.2 million,
in 2010, and USD 25 million from Albania
to Serbia, in 2008. From the standpoint
of the structure of goods traded between
Albania and Serbia, the beginning of the
analyzed period was dominated by primary
products – mainly agricultural products
and foodstuffs. In 2004 approximately 72%

of the total exports from Serbiato Albania
involved the product group of Food and
Live Animals. In 2015, however, export from
Serbia to Albania became more diversified
and this product group had a share of only
33.5% while two other product groups
–from the range of industrial products –
became quite significant.
(Continued on page 2)
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Albania-Serbia economic relations
presentations: 2016 was the best year ever
(Continued from page 1)

On his economic brief, Bjelić showed that
export from Serbia to Albania is dominated
by agricultural products like wheat and
corn, but also by sugar and wheat flour.
Iron and steel scrap hold the third position.
As regards Serbia’s imports from Albania,
we can also observe the dominance of
agricultural products like tomatoes,
cucumbers, melons and watermelons. Other
products include Portland cement, footwear
parts, oil derivates and furniture parts. We
can thus conclude that the main products
in the Albania-Serbia trade in 2015 were
agricultural and low technology-intensive
industrial products. Also Albania is Serbia’s
least significant trading partner of all the
CEFTA 2006 parties, if we do not include the
Republic of Moldova, which happens to have
a small trade exchange with all the CEFTA
2006 parties.
Elena Pici, Associated Researcher of the
Albanian Institute for International Studies,
in her presentation about the economic
cooperation between Albania and Serbia,
said that regional economic cooperation will
enable participating countries to overcome
the small size of their domestic markets, to
achieve economies of scale and greater
specialization in the production process;
thus increasing the competitiveness of
their products. Secondly, it will expand
existing industries and will set up new
export industries, diversifying exports
and reducing their vulnerability to
setbacks in a specific product market.
Thirdly, regional cooperation can enhance
the capacity of participating countries
to meet emerging challenges, including
the application of new technologies.
Fourthly, it is increasingly clear that
regional economic cooperation increases
trade volumes by reducing the costs of
transactions across international borders
and removing non-border obstacles.

Apart from being a basic requirement
for economic advancements of each
country, she said, closer economic
cooperation in the Balkans is of a strategic
importance to further consolidate
political stability at national and crossborder level, an important requirement
towards the EU accession. The long term
view is to restructure relationships so
that Western Balkan countries would
have an incentive to see each other
prospering, this because the wellbeing
of “the other” has a direct impact on the
wellbeing of “the self”. Pici claimedthat
Albania and Serbia are the two largest
countries of the Western Balkans and in
the same time they exert a major political
influence in the region. As such, the
cooperation between these two countries
is instrumental for the economic and
political stability of the region and its
future integration into the EU.
The Swedish ambassador to Tirana,
Johan Ndisi, said that it is important to
strengthen relations between Serbia
and Albania in the framework of EU

Kosovo and Kosovo-Albania relations on the Albanian printed media
On November 15th, the Albanian Institute for International Studies presented
the results of a media monitoring on
Kosovo and Kosovo-Albania relations.
The study supported by the Friedrich
Ebert Foundation in Tirana monitored
four Albanian print media outlets, dailies Panorama, Mapo and Shqip, the
latter no longer published in its print
version as of July 2016, and weekly
Tirana Times over the January-June
2016 period.
The report, authored by AIIS researcher

Dritan Sulçebe, found that only about
a fifth of the articles were dedicated to
Albania-Kosovo relations with the overwhelming majority focusing only on
Kosovo. A majority of 57 percent of total
articles were neutral, compared with 20
percent positive and 23 percent negative.
The political stalemate in Kosovo, the
election of its president and the Albania-Kosovo relations were the predominant topics in the 230 Kosovo-related articles published by the four media outlets
in the first half of this year.

integration. Western Balkans could make
a crucial contribution to EU, especially
concerning the stability and peace in
the region. He stressed the fact that
the western Balkan countries are small
countries as are the Nordic countries
and the investors don’t see individual
countries, but regional markets. It is
important to promote connectivity, to
lessen trade barriers. This will promote
investments, he concluded.
According to a survey made by the
Albanian Institute for International
Studies, the majority of Albanians view the
relations with Serbia as normal and with
the potential to ameliorate in the future.
They see the Albanian-Serbian relations as
important for the economic development
and the security of the Balkans. But, the
majority lacks knowledge of Serbia and
the economic trade that Albania has with
it. Only 18% of respondents had ever
been in Serbia. Also, the majority are not
informed about the recent developments
regarding the economic cooperation
between the two countries.

OUR EVENTS
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Radicalism and religious
an extremism in the
Western Balkans:
Terror threat no longer
theoretical, experts say
The run-up to the Nov. 12 Albania-Israel World Cup qualifier leading to several
arrests in Albania and Kosovo over an
alleged planned terrorist attack proved
terrorism is not only a potential but also
real threat to Albania, the country of origin for more than 100 foreign fighters
that joined the so-called Islamic State in
Syria and Iraq until 2015. The comments
came a regional round table on radicalism and religious extremism in the Western Balkans bringing together experts
from Italy, Turkey, Macedonia, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Kosovo and Albania in
an event organized in Tirana by the Albanian Institute for International Studies.
The Albanian Institute for International
Studies Albania cannot be immune to
global and regional developments on
terrorism which is threatening a centuries-long tradition of religious harmony, said Enri Hide, an AIIS associate
researcher and author of a 2015 report
on violent extremism and religious radicalization in Albania. The threat to the
national security is potential if not tackled correctly but after the match with
Israel we can say that it is both potential
and real, he added. The AIIS associate
researcher said the possible finalization
of the terrorist attack, apart from the victims it could claim, would have negative
consequences for the country’s national security, economy and the emerging
tourism industry and shift attention from
the current debate on strengthening rule
of law. Paolo Quercia, the director of Italy’s Center for Near Abroad Strategic

Studies, said the strong presence of Western foreign fighters in Syria and Iraq,
whom he called a special category, and
the societies producing them are a clear
point for research. The paradox is the
countries producing these foreign fighters, mainly northern European countries
such as Denmark, Sweden and Norway.
Europe is more likely to produce foreign
fighters compared to the Middle East.
The Balkans region stands somewhere
in between Europe and the Middle East,
said Quercia. The Italian scholar says the
radicalization of citizens from Western
Balkans, known for their strong Diaspora, also happens outside their countries
of origin. The picture is very complex.
The radicalization of Albanians also happened in Belgium, Sweden and other European countries in mosques where they
are more likely to come to contact with
radical Somalis, he added.
Sanjin Hamidićević, a representative of
the Bosnia and Herzegovina-based Centre for Security Studies said regional co-

operation is really important to tackle
the phenomenon which also originates
from mosques outside the control of the
official Muslim community. Bosnia and
Herzegovina has one of the region’s highest number of foreign fighters with an
estimated 200 to 400 nationals. Filip Stojkovski, a research fellow with Macedonia’s Analytica center, said the Macedonia
foreign fighters were not a new phenomenon but the scale of their participation in hundreds was new. Neighboring
Macedonia, where a quarter of its 2 million population is ethnic Albanian, leads
the region in terms of foreign fighters it
produces compared to its population.
The re-socialisation of returning foreign
fighters is one of the most difficult tasks
and custom-tailored strategies are needed for each regional country, Stojkovski
said. Skender Perteshi, a researcher with
the Kosovo Center for Security Studies,
said foreign fighters was a new phenomenon in Kosovo where an estimated 316
people have travelled to Syria and Iraq in
the past five years but only 70 are still believed to be fighting there. As elsewhere
in the region, poverty, the low level of education and religious knowledge, isolation
but also in some cases Islamophobia contribute to recruitment of foreign fighters
joining ISIS. The ongoing strong desire to
join the war remains a challenge, said the
Kosovo researcher, also blaming Macedonian authorities for not doing enough
to tackle this phenomenon. Sarajevo and
Skopje are the basis of extremism which
in Kosovo mainly spread because of four
of five imams from Macedonia serving
(Continued on page 4)
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OUR EVENTS:
Presentation of the
Guidelines of the
Advocacy Strategy for
the EU Integration of the
Western Balkans

A

s part of the Western Balkans Six Advocacy Group
(WB6 AG), the Albanian
Institute for International Studies
hosted on December 15th a seminar with the aim of presenting the
Guidelines of the Advocacy Strategy for the EU Integration of the
Western Balkans. WB6 AG (wb6.
info), a network of six think tanks
from the Western Balkans aims
to facilitate and accelerate the accession of the entire region to the
European Union, while remaining
committed to the EU enlargement
approach where progress to membership is based on individual merit.
Jelica Minić, President of the Forum for International Relations of
the European Movement in Serbia
said that one of the biggest problems for the Western Balkans in
the last years has been the lack of
visibility of the work done through
cooperation within the region. According to Minić the idea behind the
Advocacy Group is also to develop a
level of solidarity in the European
integration process. It is expected
that if one of the Western Balkan 6
would be integrated first in the EU
a strengthened regional approach
(Continued from page 3)

would prevent it from blocking
the others in the accession process. Only by appearing together, as
a regional block, we can make the
difference and improve our negotiating position, she said.
Sara Kelmendi, AIIS Project Assistant, during her presentation, laid
out the research-based Guidelines
for the Advocacy Strategy for the
Western Balkans, which explained
the tools of advocacy (i.e. preparation and dissemination of policy
proposals, communication campaigns, lobbying and all other methods used by state and non-state
actors in attempts to influence the
decision-making process) have been
significantly less used for fostering
the Western Balkans EU integration,
in comparison to the level of their
use during the accession process of
the Visegrad countries, in spite of
the less favorable circumstances of
enlargement today.
Michal Vit, researcher at Europeum,
one of the Visegrad Group partners of
the WB6 Advocacy Group, further em-

phasized on the importance to keep
the enlargement on the EU agenda.
The presentation of this initiative,
previously introduced to the Brussels community, was well-received
by Albanian stakeholders and opinion-makers as well. The WB6 representatives were joined in the panel by the executive director of the
Western Balkans Fund, Mr. Gjergj
Murra, who saw the creation of this
advocating group as a sign of maturity of civil society in the region and
its capacity to be faster in some areas than the governments. MimozaHalimi, Director of the Europe and
Central Asia Department in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, shared the
same stance and she claimed that “it
is important to advocate how good
we are, what we have done to fulfill
the criteria and to show to the EU
why this region is important”.
This is the first time in the history
of the region when think tanks from
Western Balkans joined forces with
the Visegrad Group to work towards
a common goal – the EU integration.

in Kosovo border regions, said Perteshi.
According to him, the Macedonia government has released several key extremists
from prison whom they allow to continue preaching even though Kosovo has
banned entry to them.
Hamdi Fırat Büyük, a researcher with
the University of Ankara, also shared
Turkey’s experience with foreign fighters as a crossroads to Syria. Agron Sojati, the national coordinator against
violent extremism, said Albania is endangered by terrorism and this has
been clearly expressed in the 2014

strategy on security and antiterrorism
and the strategy on combating violent
extremism and its action plan approved
in late 2015. Albert Rakipi, the director
of the Albanian Institute for International Studies, elaborated on the external and internal factors driving
Albanians to join ISIS which the AIIS
has been researching into in the past
three years. Weak presence of the
state in remote economically disadvantaged areas of the country is one
of the main drivers for helpless individuals who want to give a meaning to

their lives, said Rakipi. The Albanian
Institute for International Studies has
been researching on radicalism after
more than 100 Albanian citizens were
reported to have joined ISIS until 2014,
focusing on what drives them to join
extremist violence. There have been no
new reported cases of Albanians travelling to Syria or Iraq as of 2015.The late
2015 AIIS study unveiled most of Albanian fighters in Syria came from poor
undeveloped areas where they live in
isolation and are lured to join ISIS because of socio-economic conditions.
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OTHER ACTIVITIES AND CONTRIBUTIONS

Dealing with the Past - A series of seminars
The Albanian Institute for International
Studies in cooperation with the Polish
Embassy in Tirana organized a series of
seminars. In the seminar Successes and
Failures of Transitional justice in Poland,
Przemislaw Gasztold-Sen, from the Office
of Historical Research at the Institute
for National Remembrance in Warsaw
presented the challenges that Poland has
faced in her attempt to deal with the communist past. Decommunization in Poland,
according to Mr. Gasztold-Sen has tried to
dismantle the remnants of the communist
regime. But, this hasn’t been achieved completely. Most of the attempts for decommunization have failed.
On the 35 anniversary of the martial law
proclamation in Poland, December 13th we
co-hosted the second seminar in the series
on the Political thought of Lech Kaczynski:
Lessons for contemporary situations. The
presentation was given by Paweł Ukielski,
Ph.D. from the Institute of Political Sciences,
deputy director of the Museum of the Warsaw Uprising. In his foreword speech Ambassador Karol Bachura drew attention to
the importance of political thought of President Lech Kaczynski in respect of broadly
defined security matters of Polish and European history, as well as the background
of late President Lech Kaczynski and his
participation in the struggle for Polish independence in this particular symbolic day.
During the discussion, the current importance of the topic in the context of Russia’s
policy, the necessity for strengthening security (including energy security) especially for the countries of Central, Eastern and
Southern Europe as well as facing modern
challenges, e.g. the migration crisis were
underlined.
In the seminar The Priorities of the Polish

Presidency of the Visegrad group the guest
from Poland was Dr. Piotr Bajda, assistant professor at the Institute of Political Studies at the Catholic University
of Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski in Warsaw. Concerning the priorities of the polish
presidency of the Visegrad group, Dr. Bajda
said that Poland was very interested in
helping the Western Balkan countries in
their EU integration process. The polish
Ambassador in Tirana, Karol Bachura
stressed the fact that the Visegrad group
and the Western Balkans constitute a cooperation axis between the North and
South of Europe. He said that the model
of the Visegrad group has resulted as

successful and it is an example that the
Western Balkan countries could use. Dr.
Bajda said that from Poland’s point of
view, the European Union should accept
the 6 last European countries that are still
outside it, referring to the Western Balkan
countries, and in this way in his words to
close Europe. The older member states of
the European Union are in favor of building
a more technocratic union and then to accept new countries. The polish ambassador, Bachura, said that the integration of
the Western Balkan countries would give
a momentum to the European Union. The
question is not if the enlargement will happen said Mr. Bachura, but when.

Legacy of Václav Havel - Debate

The Albanian Institute for International Studies organized Vaclav
Havel’s legacy. Michael Zantovsky,
close friend of Havel and Czech
Republic’s former ambassador in
Israel presented Havel’s philosophy centered on three concepts
of the power of powerless, living
in truth and responsibility. One of
Havel’s crucial ideas was that of
prison mentality, which also has
a relevance for Albania and the
democratic processes it is going
through. Havel compared the totalitarian regime to a prison. Someone
just released from prison can suffer
a mental trauma. Half of him wants
to return again in prison because of
the security and the ready food and
shelter he gets. Things were sim-

pler in prison. According to Havel
this explains why with the passing
of time there is a certain nostalgia
for the totalitarian regime in the
ex-communist countries. Freedom,
according to Havel, is more complicated and he never thought that it
would be easy.
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AIIS New Publications
The latest AIIS
publications
presented on
the national
Book Fair,
in Tirana,
12 november

Robert Schuman’s sole book, Pour l’Europe (For Europe)
is now available in Albanian in a new publication by the
Library of International Relations and History of the
Albanian Institute for International Studies. Translated by
Besnik Mustafaj, an Albanian writer, diplomat, politician
and member of the scientific council of the Paris-based
Robert Schuman foundation, “Pour l’Europe” (Në emër
të Europës) was promoted on a book launch ceremony on
January 31st 2017.

Follow us on Twitter:
#AIIS_Albania
Our magazine Europa latest issue:
‘Europa’ magazine is an novel and pioneering publication
targeting Albanian readers with the aim of encouraging a
new, involving and critical approach to European integration,
providing more space to promotion of European values
including arts and culture as well as featuring thoughtful
analysis on current developments within the EU. The
magazine promotes critical thinking, open debate and
provides the reader with a fresh perspective on both current
events and more general trends. For subscriptions , inquiries
and advertising please contact
aiis@aiis-albania.org
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