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AIIS Durres Forum – a platform for the
normalization of Albania-Serbia relations

I

n October 2014 a drone with
Albanian
nationalistic
and
patriotic symbols flying over
the Partizan stadium in Belgrade
in the midst of a Serbia-Albania
Euro 2016 qualifier put AlbaniaSerbia relations into a Cold War
status quo. One month later,
Prime Minister Edi Rama paid a
historic visit to Serbia, the first by
an Albanian Prime Minister in 68
years, in a tense climate following
the drone incident, but paving
the way to the normalization of
relations between the two countries
which are considered key players
for the region’s security, economic
development and the Western
Balkan’s European integration.
While relations between the two
countries have taken a U-turn, with
meetings between Prime Ministers
Rama and Vucic now almost quite
frequent and normal, the civil
society is also playing a key role

in the normalization of relations
through a bottom-up approach.
A two-day forum in Durres last
weekend brought together civil
society representatives from both
Serbia and Albania in a new effort
to identify concrete cooperation
opportunities that would normalize

relations between the two countries
which have remained difficult since
the late 1940s when communist
Albania and then-Yugoslavia brokeup their relationship as key allies.
The Durres forum was held as part
of the Joint Centre for Albanian(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

Serbia Relations, an initiative by the
Albanian Institute for International
Studies (AIIS) and the European
Movement Serbia.
AIIS executive director Albert
Rakipi said it is time relations
between the two countries are
pushed forward by themselves
with no foreign mediator and
that the Franco-German model of
reconciliation should serve as a
reference point.
“It is a fact that initiatives on the
normalization and strengthening of
Albania-Serbia relations came from
outside our countries. Three years
ago, there was an initiative by the
Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs for
trilateral meetings of senior officials
as well as the Berlin Process which
involved relations between Tirana
and Belgrade. Of course these have
been and continue being fruitful and
crucial. The third party mediation is a
widespread practice in international
relations. But we think and strongly
believe that it is now high time
for local initiatives, which means
between Albanians and Serbians
themselves to strengthen relations.
Proposals coming internally are
more efficient. This is how it worked
in the Franco-German relations, it
is a model for the normalization
and strengthening of relations
which still remains current. The
Franco-German model in addressing
barriers and problems remains a
reference point and inspiration in
our strategic project for the Joint
Centre of Albania-Serbia relations,”
said Rakipi.
Jelica Minic, a former diplomat
who heads the European Movement
Serbia is optimistic about future
Serbia-Albania
relations
after
positive messages conveyed by both
Prime Ministers Rama and Vucic.
“Civil society contacts are at
advanced stage. This forum is
promoting this. There is obvious
progress even in the business sector.

Political support is being reflected in
the official communication between
chambers of commerce from both
countries. Monthly meetings and
forums on sectoral topics with
interest to the business community
pave the way for exchange of
potentials and investments. The
synchronization
with
regional
and global organizations is also an
effort to attract important foreign
investors. On the other hand, the
Berlin Process, under the auspices of
German Chancellor Merkel, projects
in energy and infrastructure support
the re-invigoration of exchanges, the
strengthening of tourism industry,
the free movement of people,” Minic
told Deutsche Welle in the local
Albanian service.
German scholar Franz-Lothar
Altmann, who moderated
the
entire Durres Forum sessions on EU
integration, politics, economy, youth
and culture and the media, said the
interactive Durres Forum, was proof
that the normalization of relations is
on track.
“No topic can be untouchable,
even when stances are extreme.
Judgment cannot come closer and no
compromise can be reached if ideas
and alternatives are not introduced,
if you are not patient in comparing
the arguments and effects this or
that solution or approach has. The
Durres Forum fulfilled this standard,

as a proof that further steps in the
project will be on the right track,” said
Altmann, a professor of intercultural
and international relations at the
University of Bucharest.
German Ambassador to Albania
Hellmut Hoffmann said that EU has a
strong interest to stabilize the region
and Albania-Serbia relations are of
great importance.
“It is no secret that Albania-Serbia
relations have been difficult for
decades. That’s why we welcome the
creation of this joint centre which
will help advance cooperation,”
said Hoffmann whose government
is financially supporting the
project along with the Norwegian
government.
“The region has made steps
forward but as the English say it is
not out of the woods yet,” added the
Ambassador.
Parliament Speaker Ilir Meta
said that the past still holds SerbiaAlbania relations back but the way
both countries see future relations
has positively changed compared to
two decades ago.
“It is now 16 years since Miloshevic
left and Serbia entered a new stage,
but we are not yet where we would
like to be because we are still held
hostage by the past and behavior
typical of the Cold War. However, we
now see the future differently from
(Continued on page 3)
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OTHER ACTIVITIES AND CONTRIBUTIONS:

(Continued from page 2)

25 years ago. Relations between
Albania and Serbia play a big role
because they are not simply relations
between Albania and Serbia but
broader relations reflected between
Albanians and Serbs in the region
and Albanians and Slavs,” said Meta.
Kosovo,
which
gained
independence from Serbia in
2008, has been a tough issue in
Albania-Serbia relations but the
predominantly ethnic Albanian
country now recognized by 112
countries and aspiring EU integration
is normalizing relations with Serbia
and is no longer seen as a barrier in
Serbia-Albania cooperation.
Civil society representatives
suggested that regional countries
have to strengthen cooperation and
overcome barriers and stereotypes
as the Western Balkans remains
fragile and “whatever happens
in one country affects the other”
creating a bad image which could
hamper EU integration efforts and
much-needed foreign investments in
a region which is relatively poor and
suffers high unemployment rates.
A plurality of residents of Albania
believe relations between this
country and Serbia are normal and
likely to improve in the future and
such improvements are in the best
interest of both countries, according
to a national survey released by the
Albanian Institute for International
Studies in late 2015.
“The findings of our first survey
are encouraging, because they show
Albanians want better relations with
Serbs, because they believe it is in
the best interest of both nations, not
just due to factors such as European
integration,” said Alba Cela, AIIS
deputy director and the study’s
author.
For more information please
contact acela@aiis-albania.org-

T

he Diplomatic Corps and representatives of international
institutions in Albania joined us this weekend on a
tour to the Valbona valley. They had the opportunity to

visit Koman lake, Bajram Curri city and museum, the valley of
Valbona and the wine factory of Rahovec (Stonecastle). This
joint initiative of the Municipality of Tropoja and AIIS aimed to
promote the beauty of this unique region in Albania. We hope we
were able to give the participants a full taste of the alpine beauty
of Albania, enjoy the nature, the folklore and the excellent
traditional hospitality.

A

IIS Executive Director Dr Albert Rakipi gave an extensive
interview to Turkish magazine Analist, published also
in English at the Journal of Turkish Weekly. On issues of

Albanian foreign policy. Interview is accessible at http://www.
turkishweekly.net/2016/05/13/news/albania-and-albaniansin-the-balkans-great-expectations-and-disappointments/
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OUR EVENTS:

I

n the context of the Joint Centre
for Albania-Serbia relations, the
Norwegian Embassy in Prishtina
and the Albanian Institute for
International
Studiesorganized
today a roundtable focused on the
economic relations between Albania
and Serbia. During this event, AIIS
researchers, Dritan Sulcebe and
Sokol Lleshi presented three policy
papers focused on the fields of
trade, tourism and transport. This
event was greeted by the Serbian
Ambassador to Albania, Mr. Miroljub
Zaric, Norwegian Ambassador to
Kosovo & Albania, Mr. Jan Braathu
as well as Mr. Halil Hyseni, Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs.
“It is high time Albania and Serbia
built a strategic relationship and
local ownership is needed to move
forward to a common future into
the EU, Albert Rakipi, the executive
director of the Albanian Institute
for International Studies, said at the
round table.“It is time Albania and
Serbia build a strategic relationship.
This is the only way so that the
whole region finally moves to an
area of peace and cooperation. This
means building Europe at home,”
said Rakipi.
“A strategic relation between
Albania and Serbia can sound as
heresy and will for sure be attacked
by ‘patriots’ who intercept and
attack from the bunkers of isolation.
But relations with neighbors are
always strategic. War is strategic and
peace is also strategic, but both war
and peace mainly happen between

O

neighbors,” said Rakipi.
“States are linked by interests
and between Albania and Serbia
there are much more interests than
between Albania and quite many EU
countries. A new narrative has to be
reinvented. The common European
future is a beautiful and necessary
narrative which has had results, but
if we want to have safe and longterm results, the local ownership is
a must,” he added.
Jan Braathu, the Kosovo-based
Norway Ambassador to Albania also
stressed the importance of strategic
relationship and local ownership in
Albania-Serbia relations.
“Foreigners can be partners
they can help you but the work
and heavy lifting actually needs to
be done by you. Your friends and

partners can help you with the
context and framework such as the
Berlin Process, but at the end of the
day it is up to the countries here
what kind of regional neighborly
relationship they want to have,” said
the ambassador.“Small things such
as music are indicative of a desire
to have normal relations between
Albanians and Serbs,” said Braathu.
“Working together and closer
cooperation is the best way for
solving difficult issues. I believe
that this ‘agree to disagree’ formula
is actually a very wise approach.
Conflict does not benefit societies,
trade relations and the economy do.
Finding a way of dealing with our
disagreements is important. People
in the Western Balkans need jobs,”
added the ambassador.
(Continued on page 5)

n the eve of the Warsaw NATO
Summit taking place in 8-9
July, the Embassy of Poland in
Albania & the Albanian Institute for
International Studies hosted today
the seminar: “North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation Summit - Challenges
& Expectations” Keynote speaker to
this event was H.E. Marek Jeziorski,
Ambassador of the Republic of
Poland and special guest speaker: Dr.
Mimi Kodheli, Minister of Defense of
the Republic of Albania.
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OUR EVENTS:
(Continued from page 4)

Kosovo,
which
gained
independence from Serbia in
2008, has been a tough issue in
Albania-Serbia relations but the
predominantly ethnic Albanian
country now recognized by 112
countries and aspiring EU integration
is normalizing relations with Serbia
and is no longer seen as a barrier in
Serbia-Albania cooperation.
Serbian Ambassador to Albania
Miroljub Zaric cited Prime Minister
Vucic in his latest meeting with his
Albanian counterpart Rama this
week at the Paris conference when
he said “We will work on making
relations between Serbia and
Albania the best possible, in order to
maintain regional stability, but also
because of the economic interests of
our citizens.”
Rama, Vucic meetings have now
become quite normal following
Rama’s visit to Belgrade in October
2014 when he became the first
Albanian PM to visit Serbia in 68
years in a tense climate following
a drone incident in a football
match, but paving the way to
the normalization of relations
between the two countries which
are considered key players for
the region’s security, economic
development and the Western
Balkan’s European integration.
The
Serbian
ambassador
announced the establishment of
a joint Albania-Serbia chamber of
commerce in Tirana by the end of

this year which will be preceded by a
high level meeting between political
and business elites.
Daily direct flights between Tirana
and Belgrade by Air Serbia have also
contributed to higher human and
business exchanges at a time when
Serbian construction companies are
looking for investment opportunities
on the Albanian coast.
Albanian business association
representatives from the Tirana
Chamber of Commerce and the
Konfindustria
urged
regional
cooperation and complementary
economic policies considering the
Western Balkans small size of 20
million consumers in the European
and global market.
“Albania and Serbia are destined
to cooperate with each other as two
small regional economies and the
Nis-Pristina highway can boost the
cooperation,” said economist Arjan

Kadareja.
Albania-Serbia trade exchanges at
only an annual Euro 173 million are
dominated by electricity and grains
and fresh vegetables.
Three policy papers focused
on trade, tourism and transport
between Albania and Serbia were
presented by AIIS researchers who
also identified recommendations
to boost current low cooperation
levels.
“Serbia and Albania are the two
largest countries of the Western
Balkans and at the same time they
exert a major political influence
in the region. As such, relations
between these two countries are
instrumental for the stability and
the future integration of the region
into the EU. In this context, trade
relationship between Serbia and
Albania will play a crucial role to
the further consolidation of the
fragile political ties between the
two countries,” say AIIS researchers
Sokol Lleshi and Dritan Sulçebe.
“Reinvigoration of transport
linkages between the two countries
constitutes a sustainable investment
that yields positive spill-over
effects in economic growth and
interconnectivity,” says an AIIS
policy paper.“Tourism is a powerful
tool of bring different countries
together. By better knowing one
another, people of different cultures
and backgrounds will find it much
harder to generate feelings of hatred
and animosity against each other,”
says the tourism policy paper.
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Follow us on Twitter:
#AIIS_Albania
Our magazine Europa latest issue:
B O T I M I ‘ S H T Ë P I A E E U R O P Ë S ’ & I N S T I T U T I T T E S T U D I M E V E N D E R K O M B E TA R E
VITI I KATËRT I BOTIMIT NR. 13 / 2016
www.houseofeurope.org
www.aiis-albania.org

‘Europa’ magazine is an novel and pioneering publication
targeting Albanian readers with the aim of encouraging a
new, involving and critical approach to European integration,
providing more space to promotion of European values
including arts and culture as well as featuring thoughtful
analysis on current developments within the EU. The
magazine promotes critical thinking, open debate and
provides the reader with a fresh perspective on both current
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events and more general trends. For subscriptions , inquiries
and advertising please contact
aiis@aiis-albania.org
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