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The symposium was opened 
through a welcome speech 
by Dr. Albert Rakipi, AIIS 

Executive Director.  In which he 
said that no country in Eastern 
Europe has experienced the radical 
transformation of Albania and 
there are a series of questions that 

should be posed in this regard: Why 
didn’t the Albanian society become 
democratic according to the 
Western models? Why don’t we have 
a capitalist economy in Albania? 
According to Dr. Rakipi, these 
questions have been answered by 
referring to the so called “Transition 

Paradigm.”In his keynote speech 
at the symposium, Dr. Florian 
Bieber, held the view that before 
analyzing the developments over 
the last 25 years, one should clarify 
the notions of transformation and 
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transition. According to Dr. Bieber: 
“The concept of transformation 
from transition to a developed 
democracy might be somehow 
disorienting for the SEE countries, 
due to the indicators that measure 
the transformation process. Albania 
should not see the EU as the end 
of its transformation, since this 
cannot be the only indicator. The 
EU might serve as an indicator but 
it should not be regarded as the 
end of transformation itself. There 
are many countries, which have 
joined EU and still have problems 
with their democracies. Further, 
Dr. Bieber emphasized that the 
transformation concept might be 
misleading, because it divides the 
world in two parts. This is not the 
case because every country, even old 
EU members are still transformed 
in many directions. “The countries 
of Southeastern Europe have not 
signed any significant changes in 
terms of democratic developments 
during the last ten years. They 
have established stable democratic 
governance which is not changing. 
There is no change noticeable when 
it comes to democratic institutions,” 
said Dr. Bieber. He added that 
economic growth in SEE countries 
was very high until 2008, but now 
the idea that these countries will 
catch up in economic terms with EU 
has disappeared. According to Mr. 
Bieber, Albania was described by 
various studies (along with Estonia 
and Poland) as a success story, since 
it managed to have a functioning 
democracy and a remarkable 
growth of GDP and this clearly shows 

that the current transformation 
indicators cannot be automatic for 
all countries.Dr. Bieber emphasized 
the most important dimensions of 
democracies of SEE countries which 
are: “1. Stable type of democracy 
characterized by informality, 
high level of polarization without 
ideology, no classical party system 
according to western standards and 
strong authoritarian temptation to 
use control over state institutions 
and media. 2. Nature of economic 
system characterized by sharp 
inequality and connections between 
politics and economy. 3. Civil society, 
which is not homegrown and in 
many cases heavily dependent on 
foreign donations. Dr. Bieber closed 
his speech by making three final 
observations. 1. We should see 
where the country stands and not be 
focused on transition. 2. Psychology. 
Development is not always linear, 
since many setbacks may occur 
and 3. We always assume that 1990 
is to be seen as Year Zero. This is 
wrong, because we should take into 
account the time before that year 
and communism was different in 
each of the SEE countries.

PANEL 1: 
TRANSITION OVERVIEW

Besnik Mustafaj said that the 
program of DPA was written with 
a language, which sounded very 
communist and “Leninist”. Language 
is a very important component for 
a democratic political culture and 
in this respect the language used 
by Albanian politicians during the 
nineties was not democratic and in 

many cases violent and offensive. 
Further, Mr. Mustafaj explained 
that removing communism fully 
has still not taken place in Albanian 
society, although it should be a key 
objective even for the Albanian left. 
Mr. Mustafaj concluded that due 
to their deeply rooted communist 
mentality, the Albanian elite failed 
to build a functioning democracy. 
However, the younger generations 
have the chance to change things. In 
any case they should make use of an 
appropriate democratic language.  

Dr. Bernd Fischer, emphasized 
that while nobody wants to go back 
to the old days of Hoxha regime, not 
all vestiges of the old regime have 
disappeared. Further he argued 
that the basic issues of Albanian 
democracy today are a healthy 
political culture, functioning 
political parties and political 
leadership, which in many cases is 
disconnected by the people living 
in remote areas. In this context 
Mr. Fisher made the following 
suggestions: Organization of free 
and fair elections, establishment of 
a free and independent press, Fight 
against organized crime and culture 
of corruption, establishment of 
an independent judiciary and a 
qualitative education based on 
the most advanced international 
standards. Dr. Fischer also pointed 
out some of the most relevant 
achievements reached by Albanian 
over the last 25 years, namely: 
Establishment of a two party system 
and acceptance of election results by 
all political parties; The foundation 
of Civil Society Organizations with 
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a huge contribute on the protection 
of Human Rights; Major steps 
have been reached in terms of 
strengthening the rule of law such as: 
Fight against narco-trafficking and 
economic informality.  Dr. Fischer, 
closed his speech by expressing his 
confidence about the accession of 
Albania to EU, which will represent 
a major step in consolidation of 
Albanian democracy.

PANEL 2: DEMOCRATIZATION 
AND SOCIETY

Gabriel Partos, presented the 
details of Albania’s ranking in 
the Economist intelligence unit’s 
Index of democracy. In this regard, 
Mr. Partos holds the view that the 
Albanian Public Administration 
is deeply politicized and this has 
caused delays for the granting of EU 
candidate status. In this context, 
the corrupt judiciary also plays 
a major role. Mr. Partos went on 
with the third component dealing 
with political participation. 
Here Albania scored 5 out of 10 
points due to the lack of trust to 
political institutions, although 
there were small improvements 
in the increase of participation 
of women in parliament. In the 
fourth component on political 
culture,  according to surveys 
Albanians showed desire for 
a strong leader. In the last 
component on Civil Liberties, 
Albania scored pretty well (7,35 
points) second to Macedonia. 
This might be explained through 
the positive steps undertaken by 
Albania in terms of freedom of 
expression and media freedom, 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 
AND CONTRIBUTIONS: 

although there are some issues 
especially when it comes to the 
inadequate social inclusion of 
Roma community. Mr. Partos, 
emphasized that the consensus 
among Albanian politicians on the 
EU agenda is a very encouraging 
sign for the future of the country.

Remzi Lani, pointed out that 
transition in Albania underwent 
a political, economic and 
psychological dimension. “Albanian 
transition is rather to be defined 
as a long state-building process. 
The term transition itself fails 
to describe the whole picture of 
Albania’s struggle for democracy 
over the last 25 years, as this term 
can’t serve anymore as an alibi for 
the dysfunction of state institutions. 
Instead of transition we can 
perhaps use another term, namely 
“Transitocracy”, Mr. Lani said.With 
regard to the media, Mr. Lani argues 
that despite many problems, media 
is advancing and it is free and open. 
However there are problems when 
it comes to the Albanian Public 
Broadcast, which is basically non-
existent and the intensive ties 
between media outlets and politics.  

Dr. Afrim Krasniqi  began his 
speech by giving the example of 
the suspended referendum on the 
import ban of wastes, which reflects 
the contrast between citizens’ 
participation in democratic 
institutions and the unwillingness 
of institutions to work together 
with the citizens. Further, Mr. 
Krasniqi stressed that Albanian 
constitutions have served only to 
legitimize power and in this context 
Albania underwent a long series 

• Lutjona Lula attended the 
Regional Cooperation Council 
event - RCC What challenges 
will 2016 bring for the CSOs in 
the region?Where challenges 
and priorities of regional 
cooperation in many fields were 
discussed. AIIS plans to expand 
its cooperation with the RCC in 
the future. 

• In the frame of the TRAIN (Think 
Tanks Providing Research and 
Advice through Interaction 
and Networking) program, 
provided by the German 
Council on Foreign Relations, 
DritanSulçebe, Researcher 
at AIIS, presented  his Policy 
Brief: “Preparing for accession 
negotiations: What role for 
Civil Society Organizations 
in Albania?” at the European 
Parliament to the members of 
the Western Balkans Working 
Group. The presentation was 
focused on the steps undertaken 
by the Albanian government for 
including Civil Society into EU 
Accession Negotiations.

of “constitutional experiments”, 
which have created confusion and 
lack of trust towards institutions.” 
Constitutions have been amended 
to resolve momentary political 
problems, while the most important 
institutions are elected without 
making use of the qualified majority 
in parliament. Political parties have 
a lot of power and they do not 
respect the basic principles of the 
constitution, which regulate their 
own political mechanisms” said 
Mr. Krasniqi. Further he stressed 
that the upcoming constitutional 
amendments should be voted in 
public referendum.

(Continued on page 4)
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Frank Hantke, stressed that 
people keep on discussing 
about loyal opposition or loyal 
governance, but loyalty should be 
stretched towards citizens. Further, 
he added that the role of foreigners 
in the Albanian politics has not been 
criticized as it should. EU policies 
didn’t take into account Albania’s 
specific history and experience. 
“We should be aware of the fact 
that Albanian democracy will look 
different than democracies in EU 
countries, since here we have to deal 
with an independent democratic 
tradition,” said Mr. Hantke.

PANEL 3: ECONOMY AND 
MIGRATION

Dr. Franz-Lothar Altmann, focused 
on the Transformation Index of 
the Bertelsmann Foundation to 
present the progress that Albania 
has made from 2006-2016. In the 
2016 Index that is to be published, 
Albania has advanced, according 
to Dr. Altmann. He also mentioned 
the criteria of a functioning market 
economy to connect it to the last 
progress report of EU for Albania. 
According to the Copenhagen 
criteria, a country must have a 
functioning market economy 
and the economy must be able 
to withstand competition forces 
within the EU. In the last country 
progress report, Albania shows 
that it is moderately prepared to 
join the EU, but challenges remain. 
The main challenges of Albania are 
the high number of nonperforming 
loans, which block the banks to 
give new loans. Another obstacle 
is related to the labour market. 
High unemployment and informal 
employment lead to misleading 
figures about the workforce.

Dr. Altmann concluded that the 
consequences of this level of 
migration can be seen in both 
the country of origin and the 
destination country. In the country 
of origin the pressure in the market 
is reduced and the remittances 
contribute to the growth of the GDP. 
On the other hand, in Germany for 
example, immigrants fill the gaps in 
the health sector, however a general 
fear exists in the public. Also, in 
order to have better integration, 
barriers should be demolished and 
initiatives such as recognition of 
diplomas should take place.

Dr. Arben Malaj,  focused on 
the transition period of Albania. 
He stated that recently Albania 
has limited opportunities for 
monetary and fiscal policies. 
Structural reforms are necessary 
and according to the economic 
theory, big differences produce 
more opportunities, therefore 
Albania can profit from this.Dr. 
Malaj mentioned that the starting 
point of transition in Albania was 
the fall of a system where the 
country was isolated and with 
hostile environment towards 
business. The model that Albania 
followed was the shock therapy. 
However, shock therapy proves to 
be more shock than therapy when 

basic factors are missing, such as in 
Albania, said Dr. Malaj. The reforms 
followed the Washington consensus 
speed and while the first reports 
show progress, Albania failed in 
providing the property rights. 
This is not only the restoration 
of confiscated properties during 
communism, but the right of every 
individual to private property. The 
second problematic issue is the 
corruption and the state capture.

According to Dr. Malaj, Albania 
needs a new economic model 
and what the country should do 
is to reduce barriers and fight 
corruption, as well as to prioritize 
the institutions.

Dr. Ilir Gedeshi focused during 
his presentation, primary on 
migration. He presented statistics 
related to migration in the case 
of Albania and listed some of the 
most immediate consequences. 
In the year 2015 some 50 000 
Albanians requested asylum in 
Germany, while 200 000 citizens 
applied for the US lottery. This 
statistics are important, but what 
is also important is the silent 
mode of migration: brain drain. 
Dr. Gedeshi said that according to 
statistics 15% of the population 
is in migration.The profile of the 
Albanian migration has shifted from 
short term to long term migration. 
Albanian migrants have integrated 
in societies and a second generation 
of migrants has been born. The 
obvious reasons of migration are 
poverty and unemployment, as 
well as the image that the citizens 
have about their future. According 
to a study made by Dr. Gedeshi’s 
center, an Albanian migrant save 
501 units of his incomes and sends 

(Continued from page 3)

(Continued on page 5)
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back to Albania only 1 unit. The 
remittances in Albania have been 
used for consumption purposes and 
only 15% for investments.  

Dr. Erka Çaro said she is herself 
an example of this brain drain and 
brain gain process and identified 
herself as a transnational migrant. 
Dr. Çaro emphasized that almost all 
Albanian families have been affected 
by migration. Migration in Albania 
was perceived as a survival strategy. 
The transition saw the abandoning 
of rural areas and a drastic increase 
of the population in Tirana. One of 
the negative consequences is the 
changes in demographic structure. 
This affects the labor market and 
also strengthens brain drain. What 
can be observed in Albania is that 
the country has created some sort 
of addiction towards remittances.

While going to another country, 
Albanians are mainly integrated 
in the societies. However, they 
face informality, stereotypic 
descriptions and generalizations in 
media and they are willing to accept 
lower wages. These patterns are 
strengthened during crisis. After 
the crisis in 2007 the migrants that 
returned to Albania faced problems 
with re-integration in the society, 
as well as identity issues. Due to 
several problems, the returnees 
take decisions to re-emigrate. In 
this case the government has to play 
the role of a regulator. The working 
experience has to be legalized 
and recognized. The Albanian 
government must have a thorough 
agenda on migration. 

PANEL 4: INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS AND FOREIGN 

POLICY

The first speaker of the panel, 
Dr. Albert Rakipi of AIIS argued 
that there needs to be a critical 
approach to foreign policy and 
appropriate changes must be 
made where necessary. Dr. Rakipi, 
a former deputy foreign minister, 
stressed the need to democratize 
foreign policy making not only 
focusing on more inclusiveness for 
the responsible actors but mainly 
taking a critical approach and 

examining with a critical thinking 
all the process.

He said this can help to part 
ways with some myths which in 
turn depend on the communist 
legacy and the Bolshevik rhetoric 
used back then. “This would help 
a more effective foreign policy 
management,” Dr. Rakipi said. He 
argued that since the beginning 
of the transition the whole change 
process was dependent on foreign 
policy and that from early on the 
elite took the strategic decision to 
align the country with the West. 
This corresponded also to the 
popular feelings. Despite the long 
way foreign policy has come and 
despite its achievements, Rakipi 
argued that accession into NATO 
or the process of integration in 
itself do not necessarily point to 
full effective and successful foreign 
policy.

For the relations between Albania 
and Serbia, Dr. Rakipi reiterated the 
importance of the normalization 
of the relations for the countries 
themselves as well as for the 
stability and progress of the entire 
region. The countries have started 
on the path of collaboration – Dr. 
Rakipi said and the process will 
take time.

Dr. Enri Hide presented on the 
topic of the relations of Albania 
with Greece and Turkey elaborating 
on the growing power of Turkey 
and its involvement in the Balkans 
after the year 2000. Hide argued 
that Albania despite being small can 
smartly multiply its power in the IR 
arena. According to Hide Albania 
has played a balancing role between 
a power in retreat from the Balkans, 
Greece and a power who has been 

growing strong with cultural 
economic and even religious 
influence, Turkey. Also Albania 
serves as a countering weight in the 
axis of balancing Russia’s influence 
in the Balkans. Hide argued that 
the strong presence of Turkey in 
all the important economic and 
strategic sectors in Albania makes 
the relation with Turkey to be very 
preferential. He said that the current 
moment presents very favorable 
conditions for Albania and should 
be used with care to generate the 
positive impact we need.

Dr. Klodiana Beshku, delineating 
time cycles in which it has gone 
through from the weak engagement 
in the nineties towards a gradual 
development until the singing 
of the SAA and onwards. Dr. 
Beshku elaborated on the shifting 
importance of key terms used 
in foreign policy and alliances 
created. She examined the relations 
of Albania also with the United 
States and key countries in Europe 
which as Italy, Greece and Turkey. 
Professor Beshku highlighted that 
currently the process of integration 
is facing with a dual challenge of 
enlargement fatigue on the side of 
the EU and internal problems of 
the Western Balkans which often 
resist being portrayed in group. 
Beshku said that Albania can use 
the portrayal of being between 
west and eats instead of having 
complexes about it.

The papers and presentations of 
the event will be published by AIIS 
in the spring of 2016

For more information 
please contact 

skelmendi@aiis-albania.org

(Continued from page 4)
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OUR EVENTS:

The Albanian Institute for 
International Studies with the 

support of the Open Society Foundation 
finalized and presented the country 
report ‘Assessing the risks to national 
security: the emergence of a new 
radical Islamic influence in Albania’.

Albania needs better instruments 
to fight the growth of religious 
extremism, including taking the 
proper institutional and social-
economic measures to protect the most 
vulnerable communities in which such 
extremism can find fertile ground, 
according to the study.

Dr. Enri Hide presented the results 
of the study on radicalism and 
extremism in Albania, providing a 
thorough analysis of how this global 
phenomenon has manifested itself 
locally in Albania.The study looked at 
how ideological, socio-economic and 
other factors contribute to radicalism 
through interviews and research 
work.Assessing the risk of religious 
extremism on a national security level 
is particularly important and the state 
and society must be ready to deal with 
this issue in a proactive manner, the 
study’s authors suggest.

They add the purpose of the study 
is to generate recommendations for 
policy-makers and non-governmental 
actors. The report analyses the problem 
on a global and regional context, by 
putting Albania on the map as one of 
the estimated 80 countries of origin 
for people who have traveled to join 
the ranks of the so-called Islamic State 
in Syria and Iraq and other terrorist 
group. Official reports by international 
intelligence agencies put the number of 
Albanian citizens who have joined the 
ISIS group and others in Syria at about 
140-150, whereas the digits double 
when it comes to Kosovo citizens, 
according to the Ministry of Interior of 
Kosovo.

A geographical distribution is also 

made available through the study, 
where the most problematic areas in 
terms of fertile ground for recruitment 
were in Pogradec, Elbasan, where the 
departures have come from poor rural 
areas.

The study tries to answer why these 
people would leave behind Albania’s 
traditional religious harmony and 
general disinterest toward religion to 
join violent Jihadis. The report notes 
factors include the socio-economic 
and educational gap between the 
communities of origin and most 
of the country as well as foreign 
influences starting in the 1990s. High 
unemployment rate and the overall 
distrust on the rule of law are also 
concerns.

A few of those interviewed even put 
the blame on the Muslim Community, the 
state-recognized Muslim organization, 
which they say has failed to keep 
under its systematic review all of the 
country’s mosques, thus being unable 
to control the attempts to establish 
extremist groups within its community. 
After treating religious radicalism as 
an “import” for so long, ErmirGjinishi, 
former vice-director of the Albanian 
Muslim Community, addressed the 
issue of the indigenous factor, given 
the fact that some Albanians have 
now established a different religious 
doctrine, discourse, radical views and 
it is from these groups that the radicals 
have recruited, he added.

IlirDizdari, the head of the official 
Committee on Religions, said at the 
forum that out of 727 mosques, there 
are currently 200 that don’t meet all 
of the AMC requirements, varying 
from not having the proper building 
ownership papers to operating as 
freelancers without ties to the AMC. 
Two imams from these freelance 
mosques were arrested last year 
accused of recruiting Albanians to join 
the fight in Syria. They and other are 
currently undergoing trial.

Experts noted that unless better 
de-radicalizing instruments are put 
in place, extremism could further 
grow within vulnerable circles, mostly 
through social media and Internet. 
Albania’s image is undoubtedly 
threatened by the security challenges 
radicalism is imposing and its negative 
effects will directly influence foreign 
investments in Albania, as well as 
tourism, according to the study. 
Another concerning issue is the fact 
that organized crime entities can 
operate through radical entities, thus 

abusing and criminalizing religion.
As a conclusion, developing a 

thorough strategic plan would be the 
first step towards identifying and 
intervening against violent extremism, 
participation in combats and assuring 
rehabilitation upon return, according 
to those attending the forum. This 
was the latest study in a series on the 
matter by the Albanian Institute for 
International Studies, a leading think 
tank that has researched and rang 
alarm bells on this matter years earlier. 
For context, radical Islam is largely an 
alien concept in Albania, one of the 
least religiously devout countries in 
the world, according to several polls. 
The country’s Muslim, Christian and 
nonreligious populations live in full 
harmony with each-other.

The Albanian Institute for 
International Studies organized 

a lecture with Dr. Krzysztof Persak, 
a historian and senior expert at the 
Public Education Office of the Institute 
of National Remembrance in Warsaw.
The event was organized in the 
frameworkof the series of reflections 
“Dealing with the past” and was 
supported by the Polish Embassy in 
Tirana.

AIIS hosted on December 
9the screening of E-Team, in the 

framework of Movies that Matter 
initiative on the Week of Human Rights, 
an initiative supported and coordinated 
by the Embassy of the Netherlands 
in Albania. A discussion was also 
facilitated by Dutch with the audience 
participating in the film screening.
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“TraGjedia e BaShkimiT euroPian”

“kur flitet për daljen e evropës nga kriza e euros, Xhorxh Sorosi 
i bazon argumentet e tij te mësimet që dalin nga historia. ai 
argumenton se ashtu siç iu desh të mësonte të reagonte në rrethana të 
jashtëzakonshme, duke marrë masa të jashtëzakonshme, ndërkohë 
që jetonte në fshehtësi në Budapest, edhe politikanët evropianë 
sot duhet të veprojnë në të njëjtën mënyrë. “Gjatë kohërave të 
jashtëzakonshme nuk mund të zbatohen rregulla normale. Por 
kur rregullat janë të gabuara, ato duhen ndryshuar ose shkelur” – 
thotë Sorosi duke iu referuar përvojave të tij gjatë pushtimit nazist. 
Sorosi argumenton se është e gabuar dhe çorientuese t’u qepemi me 
kokëfortësi rregullave të miratuara dikur për bashkimin monetar, 
nëse këto rregulla janë të papërshtatshme. ai ka mësuar edhe 
diçka tjetër dhe thotë: të reagohet me shpejtësi dhe të përballemi 
drejtpërsëdrejti me rreziqet dhe zhvillimet negative, pavarësisht sa 
e pakëndshme mund të jetë një gjë e tillë. Fjalët e tij janë një sulm 
i drejtpërdrejtë kundër strategjisë presim-e-shohim që kancelarja 
merkel po ndjek aktualisht ndaj krizës së euros.”
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Our magazine Europa latest issue:
‘Europa’ magazine is an novel and pioneering publication 
targeting Albanian readers with the aim of encouraging a 
new, involving and critical approach to European integration, 
providing more space to promotion of European values 
including arts and culture as well as featuring thoughtful 
analysis on current developments within the EU. The 
magazine promotes critical thinking, open debate and 
provides the reader with a fresh perspective on both current 
events and more general trends. For subscriptions , inquiries 
and advertising please contact

aiis@aiis-albania.org 
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